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Recommendations from the North Seas energy ministers to the new Euro-

pean Commission 

The energy ministers from Denmark, Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Luxem-

bourg, the Netherlands, and Norway have agreed on a set of common recommen-

dations to the new European Commission to promote the expansion of renewable 

energy in the North Sea through concrete measures during the next European man-

date period. 

 

The recommendations outline specific measures to ensure a well-functioning internal 

energy market, strengthen European competitiveness and supply chains, promote 

framework conditions for hybrid projects, explore new approaches to investments in 

renewable energy projects, and continue the development of green hydrogen in the 

North Sea. 

 

Specifically, the energy ministers agree on the following: 

 

 Work on new approaches to sharing the benefits and costs of hybrid projects 

and large infrastructure projects compared to the current method. 

 

 Urge the Commission to actively follow up on the Draghi Report on European 

competitiveness and the Letta Report on the future of the single market. 

 

 Recommend the Commission to establish a "Transparency Framework" that not 

only provides better overview and clarity regarding tenders and their timelines 

but also offers better insights into port facilities for wind turbine shipping, pro-

duction facilities, and other demands. 

 

 Urge the Commission to ensure a closely coordinated use of non-price criteria 

to strengthen European industry and resilience. 

 

 Recommend the Commission to take additional steps to make permitting pro-

cedures more effective for renewable energy projects. 

 

 Enhance the access to EU funding for energy projects by streamlining proce-

dures and promoting projects of European value (PCI projects). 

 

 Introduce a longer time horizon for future network development plans to ensure 

optimal planning for infrastructure projects and to focus more on connecting 

renewable energy potential to demand centers. 

 

 Take steps to support the development of renewable hydrogen in the North 

Seas by improving infrastructure integration and planning. 

 

 Build on the MoU between the North Seas Energy Cooperation (NSEC) and the 

United Kingdom to take steps towards a more effective and constructive coop-

eration. 


